
MEMBERS   OF   THE   " NOBLE   ORDER   OF   THE   YELLOW    ROBE"
All malo Burmans enter a monastery, if only for a few weeks.    Those to whom the -monastic hie
appeals qualify as mendicants.    Initiation gives them no spiritual powers.   Holding no cure of
souls, but seeking only their own. salvation, they take vows of continence, humility, and poverty,
and rely upon the kindness of a reverent people for the food necessary to maintain life
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descendants have stayed after them. They are desperately isolated. There are some villagers who have never been above ten miles from the place where they were born. This necessarily led to local forms of speech, and these developed more and more. Strangers were not welcomed. They got the traditional half-brick welcome, on the assumption that they could only have come to steal cattle or cut off heads. Dislike of their probable habits led to disinclination to attempt to understand their forms of speech.
It is fairly certain that this is the explanation of the number of tribes on the Burma frontier hills. The gazetteer of Yun-nan over the border diligently records 142 different races of wild men. It seems probable that we could see , this total and go better, if we chose to mark up patois and dialects as separate languages. But it is not done because when the new and enthusiastic wanderer sends in sheets fan of uncouth vocabularies, he learns
long months afterwards from tables of comparative vocabularies drawn up under an electric fan, that they are on the level of navvy patter or cracksman's slang.
However, these wild men are being sophisticated or tainted with civilization. For a long time no explorers have had poisoned arrows fired at them. The head-hunting Wa are not so sure of the desirability of cutting off the head of any stranger who appears on their borders. Glass bottles no longer have the value they once had. Not so many years ago there were some who, for a glass-stoppered bottle, made offer of all the marriageable daughters of the household. They are even beginning to realize the significance of money. At one time it was difficult to buy a bowl for a rupee. It wa^ easier to get one for a two-anna bit, because it could be used for coat buttons or necklaces. If, however, there was a chance of getting an empty bottle or tobacco tin, there were eager competitors prepared to 1060